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Wh a Bat he BO me 


SWER TO THOMAS NOXON’S } EQU Es 
(Continued Srom pruge 136.) 
Having shown some of the reasons, why Popery 
outht to be protested; viz. tha! it doctrines and 
nractices Were suficiently corrupt to justify the pro- 


—_—__— 
a=: 


ccetalion ; 
fuliv: exam.ne thetr mature and tendency, 
whether such men gore and practices can ag:ee with 
certain unalicna‘le rights, which God has given to 
every rationab cre: mln 

I. Infa ibility in the Pope and church of Rome. 
Is not the tendency ofsucha doctrine detrnnental to 
the peace aryl happiness of maskind ? Cana persua- 
eign of this kind, in the minds ef men, consist with the 
knowledge of God and his word ? Does not this lead 
men to trust iv man tmore than in a revelation which 
is from God? Doostt not cblige mea to lay aside 
theit ‘0 nent. in order te continue in faver 
with the infalithle charch and have not millions lost 
their substance and the ir lives, because they could 
nut in conscience comp!y with such acuuren ? 

Ye willi inquire i: rtothe reasons which are sup- 
posed to male the Pope infallible. It is supposed to 
arise fram his being a successor of St. Peter. * Infal- 
libility in a leader of the church. wall certainly com- 

-prehend a great degree of grace and knowledge, in 
connection with an unt lameab! e life. Now bow have 
all Peter’s successors in the see of IRome, sustained 
such a character? Noreason can be given why Pe- 
torts successors should all be boly and good more than 
The best of kings 
It would be folly to 






lo, 
an) 


the snecessors of a good king. 
have had some had successors. ty 

y that a wicked king was wise and good because 
he had a wise and cood ancestor. Thus with Popes; 
ithe wisdom and roodness of St. Peter were perfect, 
flows that all his suecessors will be per- 
‘ in wisdom and goouness, than that the sue- 
cessors of a ood king will be wise and good. In 
fine, the history of the Popes records sume very 
wicked successors of Peter. Devotion, it is true, 
has always been enjoined, and prac ised in’ the 

eiurch of Rome; but it is a devotion whose mother 
isiznorance. The Jife and soul of the Romish re- 
li¢ion 1 depends on the ignorance of the great mass ol 
mankind. In this ease men may be persuaded to 
any thing which will answer the selfish designs uf the 
prie sthood: the Pope and his clergy grow rich and 
live in ease, while those whom they keep in ignorance, 
are oppressed and made wretched. But we will 

consider Peter, who is the head and begining of this 
race of infallible successors. Was Peier infallible ? 
Peter was aneminent disciple and martyr of Jesus 
Christ; yet there were many imperfections attached 
to him, not only in practice but in judgment. Peter 
would have had fire to come down from heaven and 
bernt up the iohabitants of aSamariten village. be- 
ease they refused to entertain them through the 
night. 

Ilo smote off the ear of Malchus, servant of the 
hich priest ; he expressed great confidence in himself, 
that he would never deny his master; yet he was the 
only disciple who did deny him, he denied him re- 
pe atedly, and with oaths and curses. Heerred with 


ear 


if no more 
ter 


the other disciples in expecting a temporal kingdom. 
But Mr.. Ward with the Romanists say, that this was 


we will now consider those reasons more’ 
aud 
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before the disciples were enduedwith the holy ghost 
when the day of pentacost was fully come, and that 
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p: 
Peter after that time was infallible in judgment and rg 
practices or did not err. It is strange, that men, x) 
who pretend to infallibility, should be so very fallible, ay! 


Long after the gift of the holy ghost, Peter was ig- 
norant of the extent of God's design in the. gv spe! of 
his Son. Net believing that the Gentiles were to be 
fellow heirs and part: ikers of the blessings of the gos- 
pel; he was first convinced by the vision of the sheet, 


and confirmed in his conviction by the falling of the 
holy ghost on all, who heard him preach at the house 
of Cornelius ; so that all whocame with Peter were 
astonished because that on the Gentiles also was 
Acis, X. 


poured out ,the gift of the holy ghost. 

Had Peter been infallible in his judgment 9 
tent of the gospel, he would not have nek 
incans to convince Inm. Another instan 
ter’s failibility, was his dissembling, tor whi 
withs!vod him to the face because he was tok 
ed. But the fallibility of all men, Prophets ‘a : 
postlés; men uninspired and inspired is proved in 
this, that they are required to grow in grate and 
knowledge. This could not be required, if we had 
already attained, or were already perfect. Paul 
said, ety rp I count net my self to have appreherd- 
ed; but this one thing I do, forgetting the things 
that are behind, and reaching forth unto those things 
which are be fore, I press towards the mark for the 
prize of the high ting of God. w bich Is in Chiist 
Jesus. Phil. in. 13, 14. Thus all men com passed 
about with infirmity and are liable to fall tafo error. 
Thus Peter, who is set up as an infallible rule of 
practice and doctrine, ervedin both, even after the 
holv ghost was given. Yet we would not insinuate 
‘hat Peter was not an eminent apostle, and a worthy 
martyr in the cause of truth and the gospel. His 
zeal was great, and his intention, no doubt, was good, 
he was forward in his duty ; he confessed a full be- 
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lief that Jesus Christ was the Son of God, andin the ye Pa" 

a ad : ! a 
end, he laid down his life in defence of that gospel, bags it oe 
which he had propagated with cbristian fortitude, fe | oar 


perseverance and success. Thus Peter will, no 
doubt, be had in everlasting remembrance as a great 


fica 





fF 

instrument in spreading the gospelinthe world. We a 
will now take notice of that which the Romanists ee 
term the pre-eminence or primacy of Peter is the poke 
Apostolic college. a i 

Christ had asked the disciples whom men said that tie: 
he was. They answered, that some said be was E- nae 
lias; others said that he was Jeremias or ove of the Oba 
Prophets. Christ then asked them, whom they sup- oy ‘a 
posed him to be. Peter answered, thou art the ey 
Christ of God. Christ, commending this confession ey 
of Peter, said to him, thou art Peter, and on this rock “My Uae ag 
1 will build my church, and the gates of hell shall nev- TAs ee 
er prevail against it. On what did Christ say he Mi hal fo : 
would build his church? The Romanists say, it was (tack et 
on Peter, whose name signified a stone or rock; Ns 241 
making Peter to holda pre-eminent rank or primacy bie hat oy 
among the apostles. We grant that there is a sense | ee 
iv which all the apostles, (not Peter only; and all the ig ee 


prophets unitedly considered are catled the founda- 
tion of the Gentile church. Ephesians ii. 20. And 





‘are built on tbe foundation of the Apostles and Proph+ 
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ets, Jesus C hrist himse if he ing the chief corre: sivne. 
But | here Peter hus no pre-eminence over ihe olver 
Apos thes, oor ¢ rver the Pro} mets. The o Prophets at d 
A 


ostles sinh aly cons idered, are in a sense the foun- | 


dstion ofthe Geatile church. It is easy to see in 


whatsense, for the prophets prophesied of Christ as | 
the erly Mediator, who was lo come; The aposile | 


‘ : F i. - » aot hsp P . 
preache 1 Christ as the on'v Mediator who fed conv ; 


: , : } P ’ { 
en the truth o these doctrines, then, and rot on the 
persons of either the prophets or apustles, was Ue 
Geutle church Leilt. That truth of which the 


prophets prophesied, and that which the apostles, in 
their dav. preached, viz. that Jesus Christ was the 
Son of God, the only mediator _ Saviour ofsimners: 
this truth, Tsay. of the prophets and apostles was the 


foundation on whiel the ge wale church was built 
When sa, tho Genule ciu 
H 


unterstood te mean that the J 


4 , 
lh, b would Gol oe 


wish church was ex- 


re} 


claded: bot fimoan, that Jesus Christ is the tonnda- | 
hurchuciversalis built, ang he! 


tion. ony st ithe ¢ 
in whom the whole family in heaven and earth Is 
{ founders — € hist? 


reply to Peter, ** on this? 
On ‘ hat rock ? ai the roe 


“7 P ° 
aamed. Ht will be easy now, 
t; 


oi 
, 
; 
t 


> 
t hrist contai bed int Pe- 


ters confession, viz. thou art tie Chrest of Ged ; von! 


the truth of this confession as a rock, f build my 
chien This exolonation agrees nerfectly with the 
afoeeited text, (Ephe.u. 20.) Butat it meant th 

ure was built on Peter, asa rocis, it would 





th 


contradict it. ‘Phus we have pot secn as yet a 


yt 


‘ 
pre- eminence y give ¥ to Peter. 

Mat. xvi. 19, an! Jobo xx. 23. contain the @eliv- 
ery of the kere to Peter. And ! will give unto thee 
the keys of tire kinedem of heaven, that what-ocver 
thou shali bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; 
and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth, shall be 
loosed in heaven.  Whosescever sins ve remit, they 
are remitied unto them; and whlGsescever sins ye re- 
tain they are retained, Phese texts are Consideres 
tou be paratlel, and vet on keys, in the first tex, 
which seem to be giver to Peter indi ridually ur eXx- 
elnsively, are im the see: ed te xt given to ull the dis- 
ciples collectively or to allalilke. Jesus had said to 


vcace be unto you. And when 


them (the diver, les) I 

he had said this he breathed on them (the divet, les 

and said untutheom, receive ve the holy ghost; whose 

scever sins ve (the disci les) remit, they are remitted | 
ry / . . 

unto them, &e. — authority cf the ke vas @ive | 


en to all the disciples (in thas text) pir as tu Pe- 
ter. Peter ane: oe pre-eg int nce according to 
thistext. In the first text Peter only is mentioned, 
as be towlhom the kevs were committed. “fe 
unto thee, (Peter) the kess, ke” These two text 
have, unquestionabls, the same moaning ane ure eas- 
ily reconciled. Peter, in behalf of the disci tes, tad 
said, thou art the Clrist of God. and he spoke for all 
the disciples. This i isevident from t exvd. chan of 
Mat. 15. But wih say ve that Pata? Peter on- 
swers for the whole, ‘docu art the Christ of G 
Then Christ declares t »Poter that which we have : 
ready recited; he gives to him the keys, whieh 
Peter answered for the whale of tie disciplis, were 
given to the whole. | 
This makes the two texts perf-cily ares 
Le Popist notien, that they wer geven io Peter on 
ly makes themeclash. ‘fons im the bestowiment of 
the keys, there is ne pre eicinence given to Peier; 
the kevs were given ts the dieu los. 
“To be continued. } | 
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( 
ik eine houses | 
are buiidisg tor the Universalists: one ai tiaver- | 
bil, Massachusetis,one at Nawucket, aed one at} 
Tarnar, ? Vlame. diay ibe Lord biess aud prosper | 

these buiiders. 


Vew Mecing-houses.—T ree new 
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hu li build urck.” | 


} jucd red the 


ij thepowertui sway of divine trath, 


ATE. 





OMMENT 


On the lust; arcs ray iheeXX. chap. of Revelation. 


| wil) ifs CONNEXIONS and ce ntext ; 
By Rey. L. €.. Tovp: 
(Ci Cieit c prom pare 189.) 
; \ . f , / 
a. . 
SECTION II, 
‘ . 
In what bes been said, i have attempted to prove, 

thaf cur text should bet be understoed ina hieral 
sense; thotaliinen areinoral beings, under the mer- 


al covernment of Ged, umenable at his tribural for 

every act, uniil the sviemsn hour, when the tras vet 

of beaven shall wake the dead, aud £.ve Liem micar- 

rt} tit} Ive in é hi st. Alter v hieh, there hail uC 

; h, no hell, aud po devil: bu 
; j 


’ ; " ' 
(ied aidand ta ad Phese ideas f aim willing to ce- 


fond until iam convinced they are wrong. Bur ia 


in, UO Sin, THM 


ee 


i ect view of cur text. J 
an hall bow excaiime its context. And shall got be 
more pola, than P think necessary. tolead the rea- 
» th erly srepared eh stand 
{nd how could we ¢ Xpect tu com) ehend the 
‘Xt, Without some ation ton to the Sram with which 

td 2?) We must commence back. 
at ic T7th ard i&th chapters. Flere we have a de. 


seniptica of a Certain niys ical woman, arrayed ip 
ur; and sCariet, wud decked w 


veaeie etal arabied. 3 deck ih @ and pre- 
c:0uUs S.cnes. bier name 3s of yste “i gf Biphuit ile 
Great, the Bicther of Huarlots 

tne eurii: i ti; e the reacer will w att ho argument 
tu sow, that this is aot a literal female. You will 
ken wih the blacd of saints 


| prepare the way fora cor: 


4 { ir 
2&2 text 3 Cll, toa 


t 
! 


sane) al 
and at Omir tigi 4 Of 


observe, she was ahi 
aud marivrs; asd with ber adultcrics and corru 

tions, the nations of (he carta were intoxicated. I 
think as a metaplor, she alludes to that horrible 
aposiacy ithe chrisuan clurch, which commenced 
in the re ‘on, Of Consialeine, ip the be CUMMINS of the 
fourts century; Whea ihe civil and ccelcsiastica! 
powers were combined; when heathen traditions 
were ingiraiied into ihe coetrines of Christ: when 


, the apsulicd reitgica of peace was prostitued to the 
i ay { oF asin 5 Ms fie C73 throne arm of mon 
arcuy anied the sword for heaven, and announced the 
nh wi Wai the hicrald of salvation. And when 

blared enritian, Wat he mioht pollute the 

’ Christ. and Giled all Bn. ae ' 
riegaord of Crist, ang HCO wet uray with cark- 
fit »Sth person and blocd, till nee thy reforma- 


tion, ol the Léth cen ary. fhe Moh chopper eam. 


menees With an ucccubl of an ai cel coi ine down 

from neaven, lumusuiuy tne ca fs wide bays elory: 
FOr 

wud procimane Ge downtall of this meystie Bal ylon. 


if 


f { 4¢ ' } 1 
AGH precccus lo de-cribe tie mroeress of its de- 


trucuon. ~ 71 think, denotes ihe dewn of hob, 
Which broke in upon the churel at the refurmation. 
all ‘ bias; he- 
mous Systems Gf wrmer aves; which has continued 


atid Ils siGeGy progress Over the fioonsn 


io GOWVELG Le thn eat truchs of christina tv, 10 the 
present Gay. Tue sche, dey continues the sub- 
yeet; and bx gins Wilh an accouat of the rei Sona 
thankser ine, aud praise in neaven, (racaniag in the 
christen Church) oecause the | ord on hipoicnt had 
greal whore, which dic corrupt the earth 
Wilh er formicatious. 


’ 
his sc ( tO alludcetoevents 


Jetiuicure; when Povery, with her cumibrous fur- 


malities, HCP UD eS 4 eres, her crue) domipiou 


and her mony abomimaiious 


Siual! be ovel iurned by 
And ail her un- 


' ' 


|) chaste Cauguters. with whem the kings of the earth, 


the great men.and Un rich wen have lived delicious- 
ly, and eommmatied sp irtual uculteries, shallsink ito 
that comeroet and veproecn, which are due from en- 
ghtened geuerations set ucbern. 

and ber 
a e: and ever,” or as it should be 
renucred, for uses of ages, 


- ’ , : 
Verse 3—* And : Paid they said Alieluia: 


smoke rose up Joreve 
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~ Pep esenting Antichrist asa mughts eity faitenfand enlarging the ka Qo eae: 
in flaines, he new exhiuits the smoke rising irom her | rx forme alee pe rh Tay enda 

ruibs, for ages afier her fali. Sigil Ing, ihat, al- | V erse 4—-' And ! snW toro! iat. : 
though he: ok pry shall fade, her power shall decline, them and judgment was giv. ry saa 


of her doctrine, a 
shall be entire- 
add, like the sinvke ofa ruine | cit . ris rm 
from the disinal scene of confiagraiion; and that the 
recolicction of hier powcr, mia uatien, and erimes, 
shall be a subye clot disgust and astovishment, from 
reueration to generation, 


wus, shail exist for ares, belure they 


Verses 7 and S—-* Let us be glad and rejoice, and 
give honor to him; fer themariicee of ihe Lamb ts 
come, apd bis wife hath mace ler-eat re dy; and © 
her was granted, that she should be arrayed mi tit 
linea cloan and white, for the tne dinen ts the mght- 
cousness Of saints.” 

In this language, the subjeet is continucd. The 
marrage OF the Lawinb, denotes © mor j cvlect uli- 


: a ° ‘ ' 1 A . = . . = 2 . 

enoi the Sen of Ged to thase who profiss his reli- 
} j wiectg | ‘. , 13 Lerntye om de 

ri i, (han lad cxXisied Betore, aris W oy being ready, 


linen clean and winic, which 


moahics that his chureh | 


of Soimnts, 


i 
wd adorncea with fise 
Le nghicousness 


cides shali possess the holy aad divine preci 
ples of bis region, whic shall warm their hearts, 
and ns} we all their actions. Protessors, then, shall 
have no ‘@eusion to co.le-s, that ihes are ail un- 
sound and unrighiecus; but they shall be clothed 
wiih ihe fine nen clean and white, which is the 
righteousness of saints. 

Verse 14—-* Aud the 
Lim upon white horses 
and clean.” 

This scems to dencte, that the multitudes of chris- 
tians, in that day, shell follow the exam) ics aud pre- 
cepts of their Hcdecmer, upon the pure principles oi 
truth and equity, elod im the beauiy of divme love 
and christian gf 

Bat without beamg more particulor, 1 will just re- 
mark, that (Uuts whole 19th chapter scecms to bea 
lielly flomrative allegorical predictiun ef the pro- 

tof che christian church; ts 

comoetinn with Antichrist and false prophecy 3 and 
Weare therefore now ready 

ty consider the first part of (he 20th chapter, in which 
ourtext cecurs. And the reader ts cautioned, to 
dvron the same tigurative and iyper- 


armies In heaven followed 
elothed in fine linen, whine 


roodne s. 


gress and ImMpreveme! 
‘ 





bolle style. as before, and not mistake at for the true 


Chap. xx. And I saw an angel come down from 
heaven, having the key of the bottomicss pit, and a 
rreat chetn in his hand. And he leid told on the 
that old st peni, winch is the devil, and Sa- 
tan, an and cast him 
into the bottomless pit, ane siut bimup; ondseta 
seal upon him, that he shuuid deceive the ations no | 
more, till the thousand sears should be fulfilied,” &e. 

Perhaps noone will presume, that a veal being 
will dy down from the siv, with a literal chain and 
kevin his hand; to catch avd chain up aa omni- 
present spiritual animal, (cadéed the Z-evil,) yet, we 
Mav as well understand that im suca sense, as to 
construe the rest of the chapter literally. The angei 
coming down from ieaven, doubtless, alludes to the 
spirit of God descending unen the hearts of mankind 
at that time, which shall subdue that old enciny, the 
covit, that is carnal mindedness, the depraved and | 

arnal propensities of human nature; that the pure | 
i ctrines of christianity, the hight of divine truth, | 
and the influence of heaven’s love may then exten- | 
sively prevail. 7 ‘huis can imply wothing less than a 


dragon 


has 


4+ bound him a thousand years; 


glorion: i display of divine power, in pur ging the chris- 
fan e! hurch of its errors, improving the | 


public m: ind, 


‘already approximates. 


i vone wren 


and her tudacnee shall be no more; yet many roots | souls of them that were beben ted 1 
nd many of ber declioing superst- Josus, and for the word of God, anc wren 


iworsh ipped the beasi, neither his ime ge , neither hing 
received his ma; Kk upon their foreheads, or in their 
ands; and thes lived and reigned with Chri-t a 
thousand \ cars.” 
called the re resurrection, ard on such. 
the second death hath no poi ver. bo. reevileet. ] 
lave before proved, that this is nota literal resuirrec- 
“won of the dead It can im. ly nothing more, the 
nan extensive reformation to cliistian¢ty 
a resurrection from moral death, ta moral and oy i rit- 
vuaibfe: Their setting on ee and baying it ‘ge 
ment committed unto them, mav senify. that a: thet 
tune, throughout the ehristian fa ocome. pullic au- 
thority and influence sl: uli be vested inthe hands of 
ie wuly cood, whoshai 
jib tice. 

The seuls of them that were beheaded. & 
may imply, that the seme sri, wath wcivated the 
persecuted disciples of Jesus. when the wertd law an 
darkness, and the nations worshipped the beas:. <hall 
then regn utum bant; dhe cause shall rise, and 
their na:nes shail be retrieved from that ex ntempt, 
in which they har been eben d by the inerattede 
and wickedness of former ages And this wea does 
not depart from mi e lileral sense, as muel os is nes 
cessary in many rts o! the book hheould our coune 
try be invaded by a hestile army, ano cou, ff our 
coupirymen display great courage acd adress in 
repelling ony enemies it not be naiural to 
say, the spirit of the etolution was there: or, that 
the spirit of our pancbidanniee heroes inspired the 
e ntesi? Observe, it is the ser/s o spirits o! these 
" ho had been beheaded, apd not their Locies, which 

shall then appear, which seems to imply, that no 
tite ‘al resurrecuion shall have taken place: for in 
such case, those saints and martyrs would literal! v 
appear ih their new spiritual Lodies. Ut is, moreove “a 
cert. 11D, th it they cannot have passed the great 
change of the resurrection to an incorruptible lite, af 
that time 3 for Satan is, afterwards, to be loosed from 
his prison, and g go out to deceive them: which im- 
plies that Satan, or carnal mindedness, yet dwells 
among tire peuple, which could not be th ease, in 
an immortal state of being. Lut the names doc- 


bits ts 


’ 
wre, tue 


refen In reguiconsness and 


would 
*UUIG 


’ 

rines, virtues, and graces, of the primitive ehricrians 
and martyrs, shall then extensively prevail. fora thou- 
sand years, or along period of time. ‘Then in ave- 
ry striking sense, shall the twelve eposties sit on 
twelve thrones of honor, judging or e<proving the 
twelve tribes of Israel. (Mat. x.x. 28.) 

This is the first resurrection, or the first extensive 
reformation of mankind, from sin and idolatry, to 
Christ and his holy religion. The subjcets of this 
reformation are te be quickened from cead werks to 
newness of life; and experience that kind of resur- 
rection. of which Paul speaks to the Ephesians— 
(v.14) + Awake thou that slcepest, and rise from the 
dead, and Christ shail eve thee light.” 

This reformation of the christian world, 1 think, 
IT think I can see the hap- 

2 glorious revolution. Inquiry is 
The light siowly dawns upon every 
christian realm. Soop may we see the angel of eter- 

nal truth descending with the key of the abyss, and 
a great chain ef divine power in his hand; to bind 
the passions of the human heart. with all the dismal 
doctrines of Antichrist, and | url them to the baseless 
regions of darkness and fiction. whence they came. 

But aficr this lorg and extensive reign of the 
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Prince of Peace. in which the precepts of his erospel 
shall, have been obeyed; again, * Satan is to be 
loosed fro.) his . risou, an! go out todec ive the pa- 
tious ® Again, the human seealotd shall break forth, 
corrupticns and heresies shall arise, and strifes and 
wars shall mar the happimess of man, and disturb the 
tra, quillity of € hrisi’s kengdom But fire shail come 
down from God out of — and destroy them.— 
Overve this fire. Ht cores from God, a 
hecven. Can it be literal fire and briastone 2? What 
can it be? ft has ts scurce in the realms ef blis-, 
andin the bosomef Almighty purity. What ts it? 
May I not -say, it is the gicrious gospel of eternal 
truth re gee in mighiy love, as a flame from heav- 
en whieh stall destroy these carnal feelings, bind 
hnman nature in its sacred tic of charity, and restore 
chr: ik lor ae peace nnd harmeny. 
Ed on Ww til obs 





ain tw 
rve inclap. xix. verse 20, the beust 
ant aise tur t were taken. in conflict with him, 
wowhiie borse. hrs doubtles, de- 
potes the trinm) bot trun over the s irits of Popery 
an! false proplieey, or the Mahormetaa religion, And 
at net time ihe beast and false pronhet were cast 
alive int. the jake of fire and brimstone. If this be 
liter +! five, and the beast be a laleral beast, and the 
false prophet a Gterali human being, | think the fre, 
being so hot,mustsucel burn them op; unless Ged 
intersosed to prevent its eff ct, and then it might as 
weilaet bea hot fie, since itis pot permitted to 
burn them, But L really dunk their being cast a/ive 
into the Ieke tre. sigrifies, that they are subducd 
and laid lw, yet havea degraded existence. Proba 
oly tue x 


that sat upon t 


fgure of a fate of fire was borrowed from 
the destrnetion of S dom, &e. by literal fire; or from 

desteueion of e:ties and communities by those 
immense floods of lava, which burst forth from the 
volganic mountains, and desulate the ccuutries so 
often ab ut the Mediterranean, where Joho wrote 
his fevelation. Ju thi- mystical lake of fire, the 
beast and false prophet were | ft, in the 19th chap. 
and now in the 20th chapier we see that when fire 
came down from God, and baffled the designs of Sa- 
tan, he also is cast nto the lake of fire, where the 
beasi and talse prophet are, and shall be tormented 
day and night. furevcer and ever; or as it isin the 
original Groek, ets tous atonas lon aionen, (to the a- 
ge: of ages. 

No duubt the beast may signify Popery, or Anti- 
chrvsi ; and ihe false prophet may signity either ile 
rehgion of Mahomet, or the spirit of false propheey 
generaliy ; and Satan signifies carnal mindediess. 
Heune., tt eems that AaticLrist, fal-e propbeey, aud 
carbai tmodedness, are all persunfied in the figure, 
and brought before us as real animal-; and as such 
they are cast down by that fire which comes from 
God ont of heaven, confined in sulphyrons flanes, 
and tormented day and my bt for ages of ages. (Not 
that they will literal, suffer, for personified beings 
cannot suffer. ) Sut todenvie that these spires, prin- 
Cl es. ar propensitic will sul exist, bui under con- 
stant (estraint and cond: muation. 

(To he ec -ntinued.) 
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Chataique, June 15. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ALYOCATE. 
Dear Sir—t have observed with satisfuction 
in perusing the Advocate, a degree of candor on 
your part. and a wilimgness to communicate 
your views of the holy scriptures. You would 


nd out of 
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conter an obligation ol me, by giving through 
the medium of your paper, an explanation ot 
the following text. 1 Cor. xv. 18.“ Then they 
also which ave fallen asleep in Christ, are per- 
ished.” And especially what we are to under- 
stand by the eXpression, ARE PERISHED, 
Yim Sir, your respectfully, 
ALIAS. 
REPLY. 

Our friend will recoliect, that the apostle, in the 

chapter from which the 


tends carnestly for the 


above {ext 1s quoted, con- 
doctrine of the resurrection. 
This doctrine is justly consicercd by hun, as weil as 
by every chiistian, of the gi 


that doctrine, are pre dicated the brightest hopes of 


extest wnportence. On 


the belicver, and Lence, it may be considered as thi 


corner stone ofthe christian religion. That this res. 


urrcction Was considered by the apes ie as universal, 


is evident from the sentunent cxpressed in ver. 22.— 


asin Adam [ihe earth! 


' 

' 
Where after concluding his argument, he says ** for 
} ali die, even so in 


wV way 
Christ [the heavenly nan] shail all be made alive.” 
Now we think if evidcat from the agument of thea 


pestle, that a resurrection to universal immortality, 


is as certain as is an upivers:! death to all organie 


pature. In proof of this see ver, d2—4o. With 
Gus in vicwe we turn to tie verse proposed for cousid 


eration. 











The reader wil! discover, that the werds of that 
‘ ° aS 4 ‘ ° e «} aA ’ ’ 
text, are acomtinuation of something which goes be- 
© And ie C! 


fore. See ver. 17. hrist be oot ratscd, 


your faith is vain; ye are yetio your sigs. Then 
they alo wich are fallen asleep vo € busst are perish- 
that the 


Is mruc hie} 


ed.” Now it may be said, emphatic ally, 


doctrine of the resurrection of saan, depen 
not altogether, on the foct thet Cumisr was raised. 
Hence itis said, that he brought life and immortality 
folight. St. Paul, supposing that faci capable efhe- 


ing demonstrated by bwing witnesses, predicated hi- 
arguinent upon it, and appealed with confiderce to 
thetrown Knowledge of it in support of Lis ductrine 
The resuricetion of © hinst, and oi ear kid universal. 


+ 


ly, were two facts, so intimately connected, that neéi- 
ther could 
of both. 


fo the 


Le mutmtained wiiiout admitting the truth 
Hlenee, if Christ was not raised, according 


? 


declaration of the apostle, then there was no 


resvrrection of the dead ; ead if Uiere be no resurrec- 
tion of the dead, then Christ is nut raised. See ver. 
12— 21. 

This accounts fer the scutiment of the text. Ob- 
serve. The apostle does not admit it to be a fact that 
‘hose who are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. 
bat EF Christ be not raised your faith is vain, ye are 
yet in your sins;” and farther, “they also which 
are fallen asleep in Christ are perished.” But it be- 
ing a fact that Christ was absolutely raised from th 
dead on the third day, it follows on the apestles? pre- 
mises that @// should be made alive in him, and that 
none should perish. 

Itmay be remarked, farther, that the hopes of the 
airing are necessarily predicated on the supposi- 
uuon, that all will be crowned with immortality. For 
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Ch vist being the Head of cvery man—the frst fruit 
of them that slept, the fair conciusion is, that unless 
all muntind are raised, the Bopy will not be com. 
pleve. If an arm, a fect, a finger, or the smallest 
conceivable part of this Bucy be left in the grave, the 
resurrection would not be a perfect triumph over 
death; nor could it elicit the song of victory, “O 
death where is thy sting? O grave where is thy victo. 
> hie 
Our correspondent desires especially to know our 
opinion of the signification of the word ** PERISHED.” 
Wecan cheerfully say, that, inour oy imton, m signifies 
the same that might be understood by the term cnnt- 
hilated. Wor the arguineut of the apostle appears to 
have been airected against that doctrine. We hope 
the above re:narks will be satisfactory; but if not, 
our triend will do us a favor by peining cut «nv de- 
ieets Which he may discover. 





FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
J.V. N. YATES AND HIS TRACTS. 

‘rhe project of corrupting ali the fountains of learn. 
ing, in this state, by introducing mio the common 
schools that species of nuisance called T'racis, will 
no! soon be forgotten, nor will the authors of it, so 
far as they are known, be less carefully remembered, 
than thecurse which they attempted to perpetuate. 
{Lis curious tomark the course pursued by these, 
who, from whatever motive, are laboring to check 
the hurnan mind, in its advances tuwards rationality, 
and todrag it back tu the loathsome chains and the 
chiling damps of superstition. So far as they cau 
proceed with impunity, and without exposure, they 
ure Doturmly arrogant, assuming. and impatient of 
contradiction; continually resorting to anathemas 
and enrses for all those aa are so ubreasunable as to 
think or act differently from themselves. A manly 
resort to the aid of reasov has ever been found to si- 
Jence all such pretensions. ‘The case of the man 
whose name heads this article, and those who acted 
with him, willillustrate the remark. J.V.N. Yates, 
as all are aware, was last vear persuaded, by the 

* Vew- York, Tract Soviely, ” to attempt the intro- 
Pt of Tracts into (ic Common Scho sols of the 
State. By perverting the duties of his office he boid- 
1) assnmed authority which no law ever gave him, 
and issued a circular letter .o ali ihe Commissioners, 
Inspectors and Trustees of Commun Scheols, through- 
out the State, in which he says he feels a strong soli- 
citation for the introduction of Tracts, into schools ; 
and he adds, ** to give it more full effeet, | intend, in 
afew days. TO ISSUE INSTRUCTIONS,"&c. upon 
the subject! This circular was printed upon the 
cover of astupid tale, * the Pensioner ana his Daugh- 
ter,” which was sent to every school im the state, asa 
Specimen Tract. Mr. Secretary Yates’ letter was 
accompanied, on the cover, by some very character- 
istic remarks, from some of the fraternity of ‘T'racé 

makers, telling us Low good a thing it would be to 
have ail our sclouls cursed in the way they had pro- 
posed, and what an excellent man this same Mr. 
Yates must be. for lending his official aid io the vile 
work. Intheir remarks upon their plans they say— 
** There are, herhaps, some difficulties in the adoption 
of these celebrations [ of which the plan in part con- 
sisted] in the Common Schools; but there are diffi 
culties in every thing valuable. Hapyily, in this 
case, they are easih removed. A little Spirit and a 
Hillle resolution effects u.” This dove, and they des- 
patched letters to ali their co-workers in Europe. 
boasting that they had got the Secretary of State, oi 


pevery parcnt ia the state, 


‘CER, Esq. of Fade lai was chairman, 














New-York, to Jotu in their plaas. ‘Lhe result ha? 
shown that the thing vas nut so eas’ iney had 
supposed. ° 

A matter of this kind, which affected J. 
by threatening tude, rive 
him of @ useful school fur for tus children, could not 
be permitted to pass unnoticed. The subjcct was 
brought before the Senate of the state, last winter, in 
ihe forin ofa cumplaint against the See-eiarv of State 
‘ora dereliction of ¢ ty 3 > and u committee to wham 
the subject was referred, and of which Joas C. spen- 

called on 
the accused for his defence. This, when furnished, 
was duly examined. and found not to justily the sieps 
that had beentaken. The curnmittee, therefore, re- 
ported to the Senate, that there was no Jaw justify toe 
the Sccretary, in what he had done, but that tis 
whole procedure was one restiag on assumed authors 
pc for wate a assumption the Secretary was jusily 
ensureable. They were of opinion that 
uid if id ed to progress, would ultimat 
up the whole scheme of common schoul educa’: 
The committee are explicit upon this point: tharas 
the Secretary has po power ty order the Ure of pals 
ticular books, so he has none to vEecomuncs 
fy, the use of such books, and he vs thus loti “to re- 
trace his steps, and to beware of a second offence. 

So much for the extra-official acts ot J. V. Ng 
Yates—and now for the tHlustreenen of ihe position § 
assunied in the beginning of this article. Previous 
to the existence of this report, the whole country 
rang with the clamors of such as advocated the mnea- 
sure; and ail those whe disajpreved the plau were 
denounced as “herciics.” -«enmenues to religion,” 
* despisers of God’s laws.” and whatever el-e it was 
thought would best add iniamy to the character of 
those to whom it was apphed. When the report of 
the commitice, con: leaning ihe Secre:ary, was fest 
read in the Senate, cach advecate of the * spirit aid 
resolution” which had been so much boa ted of, 
shrunk from the open rebuke it con'ained, and 
sought, by muzziing the press, to prevent a knowl- 
edge of their deteat from coming betore the puble.— 
in this, they, for atime, succecded, aud the report 
did not find its way into the Albany papers. In the 
mean time, however, all was quiet, upon * the great 
utility of tracts in commen schools.” ‘Tiat impe:i- 
nent temper which had recently revilkd others toc 
opposing the measure, was now too con. ci.us Of de- 
tection to appear as ifs advocate. ‘Tho attempt to 
keep the report from tie public was only partiaily 
sucessful, and even that but a short time. ‘The ed- 


+] 


the plan <i> 
iy break 


Gil 


itor of the ** Ontario Messenger” lad the honor of 


first giving it to the worid, aud from that paper it was 
copied by all such editors as weie not sv much under 
the duminion of Pricstcraft as to fear the consequen- 
ces of such a measure. It was printed in the Gospel 
Advocate, on the 20th of May last. 

Of this affair, which has thus far resulted in a com- 
plete triumph of rationality over wickedness, some 
farther notice seems still necessary. There are ma- 
ny parts of the state where the report of ‘he comunit- 
tee, condemniwg both the plan and the Secretary ior 
adopting it, has never yet been read; and} am told 
that in some such plac es there are men wicked e- 
nough to tell the people that no such report was ever 
made, and that J. V. N. Yates was fully justified in 
alle had done. This untruth should be promptly 
met, and immediately rebutted, or its consequences 
may be isjurious. It is told for the purpose of get- 
ring Tracts into schools, upon the original plan, and 
it is told only in such pleces as have no newspaper 
whose proprietor has dared to ;ublish the report.— 
!f.in the epinion of the committee wio made the re- 
port, and who carefully examined the whole subject, 
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Git SPEC L, 
the plan, “ifcacried into cliect, w ould tend to break 
up t the whale Syste moof comrion school eduea! ion,’ 

it certainiy becomes the duty ofwter, clizen to rive 
asrauech publicity as . 4 sible ta the faet 
retary of State ha 


countenance f 
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FROM TILE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
LIFE OF Tk REV. ELHANAN WIN. 
CHESTER 
( ("9 nelud Ae dd. ) 


Bat he exerted an titluence, by means 
publeations, much mere extensive th 
et Ms — - 
OISs preachy. 
locnes on 

[ have not 
pronouncing 


bn i788, he published his Dia- 
Universal Restoration 3 which, tho’ 
i feel safe in 
and the scaly 
descend to 
convinced 
called others forth from eonceal- 
ved the doctrine. 
tion of tis Lee- 
of ait’ bis 
adeel to 
polarity 3 bat which is now near- 
ten, «as i! whit ad. 
Tn the same vear fie published Five Letters to 
the Rev. Dan Paylor, in reply to his sermen 
OM ©. misery. Before he fJeft’ England, 
besides numercus tracts, two vol- 
sof tie Philadelphia Magazine, which I 
‘appose to have been a periodical work 3 and 
the Pine ress aud i mp: ie of Christ, a Poem in 
twelve Rote, wich, as Vidler remarks, does 
ref Geserve the bame of a Puen. 
At “London, Mr. Winchester retained | his 
habit. During the six years and 


seen all ois writtgs, 
Muster niece 
£dsée) prece, 


hile th 


his 
one oof lis pres ns “hich wil 
posterity. 

many, ad 


itwas widely clrealated, 
en) t : ! , 
ment, Whe tad mm Seeret hee 
In 1700 wos dbecun t 
> 
tures on the Pix 


‘ as e. 
ie POCA 
rarest 


y esteemed, 


pec tes ——thr 


7 7 re 
ViedS CNN 


a : fy. 
Werks, one TMMatl 
r . 
tire OuUthors pee 


ly forge Soon Cease to be. re 


ess 
» published, 
wine 


fluinerant 


hali whieh he spent in England, he often made | 


excursions to a cousiderable distance in the 


of tus 
an that of 


ADVOCA TE. 


been directed no lpuger to give 


Serene econ 


May, 17 4, his 
word from his wile, 


ence, when, on the Ist of 
frends were alarmed by 
that he was missing, and that she feared some 
evil bad befallen him. ‘Phe next morning, ad- 
vertisements were inserted in the papers. and 
asearch made, with no suecess. A number of 
his friends assembled at bis bonse to condole 
with Mrs.) Winchester, them re- 
ceived a letter fiom Wine! himself, reveal- 
of bis Mieht. a 
intolerable abuse from the 
his own wile, which had at !: 
in danger, and dtiven him wound: 
The letter was read in Mrs. Wine 
ing, who, alter some prevarication, 
the facts alleged. 

Nething can be adduced in palliation of his 
pitiable weakness in this affair, unless we sup- 
pose that his ieeble and declinivg health had 
leit him exposed, without his ordinary reselu- 
tien and strengib of mind. itis, however, man- 
ifest from ins own letie TS, that his wife had long 
ruled him with a red of iron, and that she had 
fully verified her declaration, * { must be a de- 
vil, and govern.” 

‘Though aware that his sudden and mysteti- 
ous departure would occasion much obloquy 
and exuitation among his opposers, he resolved 
on leaving England 5 and to avoid the impor- 
tunity of bis friends, concealed himself tron 
them, addressing them py letters without dates. 
In an anguish little short of distraction, he wan- 
dered towards Bristol, whence he sailed for 
America on the 19th of May. He left the fng- 
lish shore with reluctance. and flattered himseli 
with the hope of revisiting it, if Mrs. Winches- 


when one of 
ster 

lou series of 
rate temper of 
‘gth put his life 
«i from home. 
ers hear- 
confessed 


Wig, as the cause 


desps 


= 
1: 
al 





ater could be brought to accept of a separate 


maintenance, and to retire to her native land. 


Proposals of this sort were repeatediy made to 


country; but though he preached to large as- | 


sembiies, he never attempted to establish sepa- 
rate societies, Wishiig to diminish rather than 
to increase the divisions among christians, and 
not considering thai a change of doctrine will 
necessarily invelve a change of denomination. 
He frequently vistted Chatham, Birmingham, 
Wisbeach, and Fleet, a place in Lineolushire, 
and presehed in nearly all the ineeting-houses 
of the 
Several aissenting preachers epenly 
the doctrine of Universa! 


professed 


Restoration ¢ 


' 


General Baptists in the county of Went. | 


and | 


some whe discountenanced i, pi itronised him, 


as be retained many of the notions, and consid- 
crable ofthe languave of the lower sects. A-, 

T . , ' 
mong those who embraced Universalism, the 


most disiinguished was the Rev. William Vidler 
a Caivinistic Baptist minister. Ho assisted Mr. 
Winchester in bis labers, and 
plied his place in London. They designed an 
arrangement by which they were to travel al- 
ternately, and preach throngh the country 5 but 
a sinetlar occurrence sudden'y frustrated all 
their schemes, and turned their flattering pros- 
pects into shame. 

Mr. Winchester was in the height of his influ. | 


afterwards sup- 


her by the congregation of Parliament-Court ; 


but sue rejected them with indignation, dectar- 
ing that her conduct towards ber husband 


would break her heart, if she had not an oppor- 
tunity to see him, and to ask his pardon. 

Ou the 12th of July, Mr. Winchester arrived 
at Boston, entirely destitute of money and mean- 
ly clothed. He immediately repaired to a little 
village on the border of his netive town, where 
he passed the night, dieading, perhaps, to meet 
the astonishment and inquiries of bis aequaint- 
ances. In a letter to Lendon, he says, &* My 
return to this country was sudden aad surpri- 
zing to all who knew me 3 and various have 
been the conjectures and reports which have 
gone abroad on the occasion 3 but the. most 
common was, that Thad fled from persecution 
for fear of being taken up by the government, 
for publishing my Oration on the Discovery of 
America, or my Sermons on the Three Woe 
Trumpets. But T have always had the satis- 
faction of telling all that have asked me, that 
the government of Great Biitain ne ver concern- 
ed itself with me, and that [ never gave the 
government any uabrage. But the real cause 
of my leaving London sv abrupily, Ihave not 








mentioned to my father, mother, brothers, or 
sisters 3 or to any friend [have in Ameriea 5. 


and f do not Know that any person ta this part 
of the country koows any thing of the matter.” 
ie: ots of the fas t, however, aut length arrived 
from London, whica Lf belicve he could seldom 
be iudueed to confirm or deny, and which were, 


therefore, either credited or disregarded accer- , 


ding to the fancy of the bearers, 

During the remamuer of the summer and the 
succeeding autumn, he preached almost con- 
stantly in the viciniiy of Boston, and in other 


paris of New-Rugland. Ta September, he at- 


tended the Geueral Cenveniion of Universalists 
at Oxford, Mass. iv wiich le presided as sfod- 
erator. Writing to Loudon in November, be 
says, “T have the greatest door open that | 
ever saw, insomach tat bam surp. ized at the 
I have prea- 
ched in a great many meeting houses of differ- 
ent denominations, and to great numbers of 
people, as often as cight or nine times a week, 
and with greater acceptance than [ ever did.” 
Meanwhile, he was writing bis Answer to 
Paine’s Age of Reason, which was published at 
Boston in December. 

The next vear, (1795) [think he travelied 
extensively to almost alf parts of the country, 
especially to the southward, though his consti 
tution was broken, aud an increasMeg asthma 
foretold a fatal termination. It was in the course 
of this vear that lis wife having re-crossed the 
Atlantic, joined him, and prevailed apou bim 
to live with her again. This was another in- 
stance of his weakness, which, if report be uc, 
he found cause to regret; itis said that she 
tormented him ow his death-bed. 

lie visited his old society in Philadelphia, to 
which be again ministered for a while, probably 
in the daiter part of 1795, aud the beginning of 
1796. tt was about this time that the celebra- 
ted Dr Priestly delivered a course of Lectures 
in the Universalist meeting-hbouse there, in the 
conclusion of which lie bidoimed the society 
that he agreed with their minister in the doc- 
trine of Universal Restoration. This minister 
must, I think, have beew Mr. Winchester. It 
is certain, however, that be left Philadelphia 
before August, 1796, at which tine the Rev. 
Thomas Jones anived there trom England. 

I find few traces of him after he left Phila- 
deiphia, till he went to Harthord, Con. where 
he made his first appearance before the public, 
onthe 11th of October, 1796, at the funeral of 
a young man. Phe people were assembled 
around the grave, when they were snrprized at 
the voice of a strauger, who, unasked, had ta- 
keno the freedom to address them on the occa- 
sion. His Jangeage and manver were vere af- 


; : 
alteration since b was liere last. 


7 


fecting. and excited a general wish to bear him | 


again. Accordingly, he gave one or two lec- 
tures during the week; and preached, the next 
Sunday, in the Theatre. A respectable con- 


gregation was soon gathered, among which were 
some gentivinen of influence. They would im- 
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mediately have built a large meetiog louse for 
bin, but his unwillingness to accept of # per- 
manent settlement dissurded Ure, and pieven- 
ted any regular organization of a society. ‘They 
continued to eccupy the Dh atre oy Sundays, 
and one of the meeting houses on Wednescay 
evenings, tll the beginning of Decersber. when 
the inclemeacy of the weather induced thea to 
assemble in a darge chamber, fitted to accom- 
invdate about four hundred, which tiey oceupi- 
ed til Mir. Winchester’s death. ‘i'his was well 
filled, 

At Hartford, Mr. Winchester’s fexts were 
igenerally seiected from the Pentateuch, the 
| Psulins, the book of Isatah, and the Revelations; 
jand iis discoutses probably ran much on the 
i types of the law, the promises of the gospel, avd 
Uh fullilment of prophecy. His meetings were 
always opened with singing, as he thought him- 
self unable to proceed till he had joined, or 
rather lead, in that delightful service. When 
he stuod up to preach or pray, his lips, usually 
livid from the dropsy, assumed a dark parple 
hue 5 liis voice, at first almost choaked with the 
asthina, grew deep, powerful and sonorous ; 
and though sinking under a complication of 
diseases, all his infirmities were forgotten in his 
animation, 

‘hhus he continued preaching till about the 
first of April (A797) when he delivered a ser- 
Mun, ubder a strong impression that it was his 
last, from St. Paui’s farewell address to the el- 
}ders of the Ephesian church. He wever en- 
ltered iis desk again. His death was fast ap- 
| proaching aud he contemplated it with sereni- 
ply aud yoy. O. the morniug of his decease, he 
| requested two or Uiree young ladies, who were 
Hsitting by lim, to join in singing a hymn, ob- 
hserving at the same time that he might expire 
before it was fiiished. He began with thein ; 
but his voice soon faltered, and the torpor et 
ideaih fe upon him. ‘Phey were disconcerted 
and paused 5 but he, reviving, encouraged them 
| to proceed, and joined in the first line of each 
j stanza, Ull he breathed no more. This was on 
the 15th of April, 1797, in the 47th year of his 
age. 

His funeral was attended on the 21st by a 
humerous concourse of spectators. The Rev. 
Dr. Strong preached the sermon, from Heb. ix, 
27, in which, though an opposer of his senti- 
ments, he gave Mr. Winciester an excellent 
character, and bore a trank testimony to his fi- 
nal constancy in the dvctrine which he had 








‘preached, 

Of Mr. Winchester may be said, what can 
be asserted of afew men so much exposed to 
obloguy, that his moral character was never 
impeached, and bis piety universally admitted. 
A scrutinizing eye might perhaps discover a 
slight tincture of superstition in his religion, and 
some weakness in that peaceable disposition for 
which he was distinguished ; but his practical 
‘confidence in God, his uniferm, cheerful sereni- 
jty, and his unconquerable benevolence and 
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charity, form a halo of glory around hin, which 
will always preserve his very imperfection from 
willing censure. 

His perception was clear; bot bis credulity 
often supplied, and poorly took, the place of 
judgment. Quickness of thought he possessed 
to an exiraordinary degree; he could, in a few 
Mites, compute asum, which if set dewn in 
figures, would occupy a sheet of paper; and 

ometinees wrote for the press with great ra- 
vuty, While engaged in conversation on other 
cs. Every one has heard of his astonish- 
omemory: itis said, and ft believe with lit- 
or noe vagge ration, that he cculd repeat the 
whee le tiible 

Lie had some acquaintance, probably not ve- 
ry therough, with ihe Latin, Greek and He- 
hrew. Lam told that he had studied the French 
language at Philacdelp'ia, and became able to 
couverse in it. As to his English style, it is re- 
markably familiar, though often incorrect, and 
extremely careless. There are a 
few passages the sheerest bombast in his 
Writings, notwithstauding the simplicity of the 
man. 
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FROM TH! UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
CONVERSION. 
The common doct'ine of conversion, as has 
been taught by the clergy, maintains that con 





version means a change irom rature to grace, | 
and is a radical change of nature. By a little | 
“ | 


attention to the scriptures itis probable that) 
we may form a tolerably correct opinion on this | 
subject. 

In 10th chapter of Mat. we have an account 
that Jesus calied his twelve disciples to him, gave | 
them power r against unclean spirits, to cast them | 
out. and to heal all manner of sickness, and 
all manner of diseases, and sent them to preach | 
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. Let the 
question now be put tu our doctors, whether 
these disciples were, at this time, when thus en- 
dued, and fitted for the work of their ministry, 
converted? They would undoubtedly answer 
this question in the affirmative, if it were not 
that Judas was then one of the twelve. But 
as they hold that no one who is converted can 
possible be lost, this cirenmstance involves no 
small difficulty and our divines are perplexed to 
find how to manage so as to have the disciples 
true converts, and yet reject Judas. There is 
another difficulty, though I do not know that 
our divines ever thonght of it, I mean the one 
arising out of the circemstance, that the serip- 
tures say nothing about the conversion of the 
twelve disciples before they were commissioned 
to preach and to work miracles in the name of 
Jesus. The account of their being called by 
their divine Master is remarkably wanting in res- 
pect of any account of conversion, which would 
be thought evangelical in modern times. That 
the disciples needed conversion after they had 
been employed sometime in the ministry is «ev 
ident fromthe following account in Mat. xviii 
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* At the same time came the disciples unico Jesus 
saying, who i the greatest in the kingdom of 
of heaven ? And Jesus calicd a little child unto 
him, and set him in the midst of them, and said, 
verily I say unto you, except ye be converted, 
and become as little children, ye shall not enter 
into the kingdom of heaven.” ‘That these dis- 
ciples, who now needed conversion, had been 
called and commissioned by Jesus is certain. — 
What would a company of ocr modem clergy 
think, if they were told that unless they should 
be converted they should never enter the king- 
dom of heaven? If they did not scarn to hold 
conversation with ope who should be bold e- 
nough to tell them this truta plainly, they would 
inform him that they had long been inthe habit 
of preaching thus to poor, unconverted sinners, 
but that it was by no means proper to. preach 
such doctrine to them, who long since had been 
converted. . 

We have an arcountin the 22d of Luke of 
nature to show that Peter would need conver- 
sion, and of what would be required of him af- 
terwards. Seeverse 32. Jesus said to him; 
When thou ait converted, strengthen thy 
brethren.” By aswuitable attention to the cir- 
cumstances which are related as connected with 
the words of Jesus to Peter, we discover the 
his conversion. Aaother passage 
which teaabes that those who have been in the 
way of righteousness may err from the tuth and 
need conversion, we find in the epistle of James, 
see chap. 5. © Brethren, if any of you do err 
from the truth, and one convert him 3 Jet him 
know, that he which converteth a sinner from 
the error of his way shal! save a soul from death 
and shall hide a multitude of sins.” 

To concludes; [ am free to aeknowledee that 
T can see no more reason for supposing, that the 
conversion of Peter or any other true converts 
to Jesus, when he or they were first instructed 
into the truth, vas any more a change of nature, 
than was the conversion which Peter and other 
christians needed after they had erred trom the 


truth. H. B. 


(Gr NOTICE. 

A ConrEerence will he neld, by believers of 
the Abrahamic Faith, at Fredonia, Chatau- 
que Co. N.Y. on Wednesday and ‘Thursday, 
the 20th and 21st days of July next, for the pur- 
pose of forming an Association of brethrer in the 
western part of this State and elsewhere. Min- 
istering brethren are earnestly requested to at- 
tend; and it is also desired that each society in 
the neighboring counties may be fully represen- 
ted. 

June 30, 1825. 





DIED—In Clarence, on the 20th ult. Anne, dangh- 
er of avton and Phebe Cunniorham., after a lng 
vid distressing illness, which sti with patience, 
nthe 1%h year ofherage. Derth js an evil wecan- 
rot avad. but ovr consolation in the contemplation of t 
is, that it is the only passage to our everlasting home. 
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